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gives her no encouragement; when she looks lovingly upon
him, he bashfully averts his eyes, and when she would
approach him, he flies from her. This coldness distresses the
lady so that it begins to tell upon her beauty, and when
her nurse, who perceives this, asks her the reason of it, she
confesses that it is owing to the indifference displayed towards
her by Joseph. She then sends the nurse to the lad with
a prayer that he will take compassion on her love, to which
he replies that though he can never repay Zelikha for all
her kindness towards him, he cannot consent to her wishes
in this matter, nor betray his master who has treated him
as a son and placed him in charge of his house; and that,
moreover, to commit so unholy a deed as she suggests is
impossible for a Prophet descended from a race of Prophets.
Zelikha then goes to him herself, tells him of her passionate
love, and entreats him to have pity on her. He weeps at
her words, and answers kindly but firmly, telling her with
tears in his eyes how sorrow has ever been the lot of all
who have loved him.

Realizing now that she cannot obtain her desire by entreaty,
Zelikha determines to try craft. She has a beautiful garden,
into which she sends Joseph attended by a hundred lovely
girls, telling him that all of these are free, being unmarried,
and that he may take whichever among them pleases his
fancy. She also instructs the girls to do all in their power
to please the boy, and bids them, if he shows a fancy for
any one of them, at once send word to her; for in that
case it is her intention to slip at night into the favoured
maiden's place. When evening comes these fair girls gather
round Joseph and seek in various ways to entice him to
their love; but he resists all their allurements, and speaks
to them with such sweetness and wisdom that they all
forsake their false gods and confess the Unity. And so when